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A conterence regarding National Parks had been held, :md
although time did not pernnt the agenda bemg completed, it was
felt on the whole thal the meeting had been successful, All
delegates present had heen in agreement that our Natiopal Parks
and National Reserves should he controlled by one authoriry. 11
has now heen left to a committes 1o formulate @ scheme for
sihimission ta the Goveroment,

The following were elected as Ordinary Mebers: Messr< |, G,
Dale, W. 1, Day, aned 1. Moovisen ; swod as Coantry o Titerstate
Members: Messrs. |. |. Flahavin and E. G, Snorh,

A telegram was read from Mr. F. 5. Collwer accepting with
nmich pleasure the Hemarary "Memibership conferred upon him at
the last meeting.

The Tollinving nomnations for membership were receved @ As
Ordinary, Mrs. 12 K. Lording, Hood St North Kesendon, as
Country, Mr. John Young, 62 Victoria Av,, Chatswood, N.5'W.

Mr. Garnet again asked {or voluntesrs to join the Lxcursions
Commirtee, ‘

DISCOVERIES OF GREAT INTEREST

The Arst speaker an i Symposivin was Mr. C [ Gabrel, who
teled us of a very impartant “find” he had made n Westernport
13ay ncar the Cowes Jetty. The little shell caused great discussion
among many learned conchologists abroad, but was finally put in
a vew gepus, as Larinapsis turbinata. Another shell described was
Hiem phireyio stranges, the only good specimen of which was given
by Mr. Gabriel ta the South Kensington Musenm of Natural
thistary.

Mr. R. Dunn showed a shde of the spider Sailis pawvonis (the
larrer ward meaning “peacock™) and described 1ts extraordinary
courtship dance.

Miss J. Raff gave an interesting leeturette on the three types of
water mseets : ones that lived on the surface of the water, breathing
free aiv; another, the “incotnplete aquatic™ type, that retaimed con-
tact with the air, though usually submerged; and the third that
wis entirely aguatic and completed its larval life beneath the
surface, ‘ :

Mr. ). Willis {old us how in 1929 he had fonnd plants of a
strange Astelia that grew 6 f. tall in the Powelltow-Beenak dis-
trict. There are nine species of the gers in New Zealand, but 1lis
plant was the Arst giant species to be recorded for Australia, It
grows in the dense shade of hoggy mountain gullies near their
sources. Axicha (Liliacene} with two dozen species, has a civeum-
polar distvibution, being Tound iy Soutl America, Falklands,
Béumion, Chatham and Campbell Islands, New Zealand, New
Caledomia, S.IZ. Australia, New Cuinea, Tahiti, Fawaii and the
Marquesas,
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Mr., A. Baker showed specimens of “imprisoned rocks,” worn
mnto smooth surfaces and many corious angles by the action of
water in a confined spuce (por-holes, ete ).

Mr. R. Lee spoke on seaweeds, and showed shdes to illustrate
his short talle. These plants are conveniently divided into 1hree
sections—thie veds. browns, and greens, "Chey differ from laad
plants in laving neither vaseular structure, fowers nor roots,
reproduction bemg by water-borne spares, and very complicated.

Mr. Crosbie Morrison showed o film of the fruit-eating bat
(“Aying fox™) und pointed out the comiortable manper m which
it wrapped itself up m its wings aud rocked wseli to sleep,

-Mr. A D. Hardy spoke on aunto-parasitism of o giant dodder-
laurel (Cassytha swelonlfia), apd showed that by experiment it hail
been proved that the haustoria on the twimng stem e penetrate
mto Jis own fissue, He also veported the case of a “Bewildered
Grev Box,” which had sent down a hranch 30 ft. long tuwards the
ground. The foliage on this hranch appeared to be that of grey
box, but the flowers and buds were something between a grey
and vellow bhox!

Mr. A Swabiy made came interesting comments on Jdngiillicse
digiva {Early -Napcy ), Bwechurdio umbellate (Milkanaids)  aml
Dichopoyan strictus (Choenlate Lily ;, with regard to the prrposes
nf certain fioral appendages.

Mr, Willis read a note from Mr. C Trench telling how in 1892,
an an excursion to Oakleigh, he had discovered henenih sgne lea-
tree a patch of Golden Leek-orchids (Pravophyihio Dieonn) and
Corvbas wnguiculatus, a small helmet-orchid—both new records
for mainland Australia, and rhe Tormer new 1o <ClENGE,
| The type of Prasaphyiluals Dixonts, wn Melbourne Herhanmn,
has been critically examined recently by Mr. W. H. Nicholls, whe
pranaunces it to he merely a pale jorm of P. wnigricons; o the
species must Japse into synonymy. —Ld. ] )

Mr. Muir, of Dimboola, reported (hat the habitat of Hroso-
thyllion fusco-viride (Dusky leek-archid) in Victoria has héen
extended by another 40 wiles, Tt 13 now known froms Dimbaeola
(the Lype area), Diapur, Portland, from Yorke and Eyvre Teni-
sulus in South Austealia, and {from near Dripstone, an the centrals
western slopes af N.5.W.

ORCHID DISCOVERIES OF SIXTY YEARS AGO
By T. S Hawr, CTravdan.

During a walk throngh well known cauntry al Cheltenham in
December, 1888, I visited o remarkable circular hollow kiewn to
us as “the amphitheatre.” A small area of fat ground encircling
the lagoon afferded specimens of the ovchid Cryptostylis sithalala,
until then nat known ta me. Hence it hecame the subject of one
nf my first attempts 2t idemification with the Baron's Kay fo




